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which involve the expenditure of our personal time and our 
personal money to do this. I am confident that the lawmen 
and lawwomen of this state will find a way to do it. 

* Our second major preoccupation will be to educate 
ourselves and the public on the new marital property law. 
You will recall that a small band of academicians, ideo- 
logues and politicians have imposed upon the people of this 
state a completely new system of property. The Bar resisted 
the passage of this law feeling that this was not in the 
interest of the administration of justice, the promotion of 


of the means to deliver legal services to the people of 
Wisconsin. We failed. 

Now it becomes the historical task of the practicing 
lawyer once again to make the most of what the politicians 
have delivered. You may expect continuing legal education 
through ATS-CLE and our various conventions to assist 
you in your ancient duty to serve your clients. In like 
manner, we expect in various media to advise the public of 
the need to recognize this quiet revolution which has 
occurred in the law of this state. Whatever bloodshed it 
produces will not be perceived in all likelihood for years or 
even decades. However, it is not our function to cast polit- 
ical judgments. It is our function to master this law and to 
put a working knowledge of it in the minds of the people 
so that they may order their affairs under it. You may rest 
assured that the midnight oil will burn in the chancery of 
this association just as it does in the law offices of the 
lawyers of this state in an effort to master these tasks. 

Two other things lie out there in this corner of the 
universe. This association, with Chief Justice Nathan Hef- 
fernan as honorary chairperson and Justice Roland Day as 
chairperson, has created a committee to celebrate the 
bicentennial of the Constitution. I can think of no more 
uplifting a project for all of us. You have already seen and 
heard of some of the things that are happening in this 
joyous endeavor. I am confident you will see a great deal 
more. 
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the science of jurisprudence, law reform or improvement | 





The other thing that lies out there is less joyous and less 
uplifting. It is, however, as necessary as any of the other 
things we have discussed about our Enterprise. It is dues 
— a necessary ingredient of our fuel if we are to reach 
warp speed. A dues increase is by its very nature an 
unpleasant matter, and the contemplation of it raises the | 
darker side of every lawyer’s soul. We will, no doubt, hear 
from those very few whose sterile, lifeless attitude of cyni- 
cal self-interest would lead us to conclude that they were | 
graduates of the University of Mars. However, there are no 
aliens on this Enterprise. There cannot be in an integrated | 
bar. All lawyers belong by right and by obligation. We will 
find a way to work the will of the great majority of the | 
members of this association. In the end there is something | 
about this profession which makes us all reach for the stars. | 
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